Nursery newsletterOur topic…
As part of our ‘Planet Earth’ topic we will be looking at different houses around the world in various countries. We will be discussing where we live and talking about our homes too. We have enjoyed playing in the recent snow and will continue to discuss seasonal changes.

We would like to start by wishing you all a happy new year. We have welcomed some new children and their families into Nursery. It has been a busy few days getting to know everybody and the children are doing well with the settling process. Our ‘old’ children have been brilliant role models for the new children and have been helping them become familiar with the Nursery routines.


Tapestry
All children in Nursery have a Tapestry account where we will share their ‘wow’ moments. All email addresses returned via the consent form have been added and an activation email would have been sent to you. Please speak to a member of staff if you need further support in accessing Tapestry. The links do expire after a short time but we can send another if needed. We would also love to see any learning from home and you are encouraged to share special moments with us via Tapestry observations. 

Footwear
We try to keep our carpets as mud free as possible as children sit on the floor daily. Our Nursery garden gets very muddy so children are asked to change into wellies before they use the garden. Please don’t send your child into Nursery in wellies as they can be uncomfortable to sit in and your child will still need to change footwear when using the garden to avoid mud being transferred onto our carpets. Please avoid sending your child in shoes with laces unless they can tie and untie laces independently. We change our footwear often and it reduces the time the children have to play if an adult is supporting children to fasten their laces. We do have space to keep a pair of wellies in our outdoor area. Please name all wellies so we can quickly help children find their own pair.








	Consumables 

We ask for a voluntary contribution for the Spring term (January-April) to cover the costs of playdough / cooking ingredients and foods for food tasting events. We aim to involve children in cooking activities but cannot do this without your generous donations. The minimum suggested donation for the entire Spring term is £5, and this can be paid in cash to a member of staff.
Although this is a voluntary donation, this money is used to provide learning opportunities for your children, and we won’t be able to fund these experiences otherwise.
Many thanks in advance for your understanding and generosity.



Reminders

· Please name all your child’s belongings – anything that can be taken off or put down. We have a lot of lost property already and we can’t give items back to the correct child if they’re not clearly named.
· PE sessions (Wednesday mornings) – please remove or cover any earrings and ensure long hair is tied back. All children will be expected to try and remove / put on their own socks and shoes so please support their independence at Nursery by practicing these skills at home. 
· If your child is due to start school in September 2026 you must apply online for a school place by Thursday 15th January.  




Our weekly timetable (subject to change at short notice)Talk for Writing
We will be reading the book ‘Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?’ during our Talk for Writing session. The children are becoming very good at repeating the familiar phrases from books which helps them to remember what happens. We have been listening carefully to the sounds the different animals from the book make.
We will collaboratively create our own story map which supports children to retell the story independently once it is complete. 
How to help at home
We use our garden every day regardless of the weather and children are expected to at least try and put on their own coats, including fastening any zips. We would appreciate your support to encourage your children to learn these skills as it means more time for playing.
You can help your child begin to recognise their name to support them with word reading.
Children are washing their hands more frequently in Nursery so lots of practice at home will be beneficial. You could talk about why we need to wash our hands too.
You could share some books together at home. Perhaps stop reading and see if your child knows what might happen next in the story.
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	PE
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	Dough disco (fine motor skills)
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